
NATION SHOCKED BY
CRIME AT HILLSVILLE

Entire Human Fabric of the Court Wiped Out by
Allen Outlaws, Who Murdered Judge and Others

to Save Old Floyd From Prison.
.Both Floyd Alien and his younger

son, Claude Swan son Allen, were con¬

victed specifically of the same orimc.
tl\e murder of William M. Poster, at-
torney for the Commonwealth in the
County of Carroll. Since much direct
evidence . connecting the death of Mr
Foster with the bullets tired by theso
prisoners was inekitiK, the trial juries
evidently took into account tlio theory
of conspiracy a* advanced by t h e

prosecution, together with the entire
crime and the bearing: each man'."
death had upon the motives of the
murderers.
Not only the State and the country,

but the civilized world, wars shocked
when the news came from the little
town of lllilsville, In the Virginia jmountains, on the morning of March {
tl, 1912, that tho ollieers of the law jin Carroll County had been killed in
tho dtachorgo of their duties. But lit-
tie of the ill feeling there, and of the
dominance of tho Aliens over the af¬
fairs of the county, including the ad¬
ministration of justice, iwas known
outside of the immediate section of
the State surrounding Carroll.
One thing, however, was significant.

When Judgu Robert C. Jackson, now
u. practicing attorney in Roanoke, and '

former Judge of the circuit of which
Carroll is a part, was told by it re-

porter that the court at liillsville had
been shot up and the officers killed,
he exclaimed; "The Aliens!'* Judge
Jacktiou is knovn to have felt that
the notion of Governor .Montague in
1902 in remitting a jail sentence im¬
posed on Floyd Alien alone saved him
from the fate afterwards suffered by
Judge -Massie.

Inception of I he Crime.
Floyd A) 1on was placed on trial in

the Circuit Oourt of Carroll County
on March II. 1912. on an Indictment
charfrtng him with Interfering with an
officer in the discharge of his duty.

' i"ho specific offense was thaC ho Inter¬
fered with two deputy sheriffs who
wore engaged in taking Sldna- and
Wesley Edwards, Floyd AJlen's neph-
< W8, to jail at liillsville to answer
charges of fighting and disturbing
public worship.
For many years Floyd Allen's domi¬

neering nature was a factor In all the
sffairs of his county. No doubt the
courts were somewhat to blame for
not maint;iJnlng stricter discipline in
the county and thuu curbing the dispo¬
sition of the Allen family to take the
law in their own hands. In tho final
argument before Governor Maun on
February 1, Judge D, W. Rolen said
that Floyd Allen was a man who tried
to enforce his own decrees. lie
brooked no opposition to his desires,
was always ready to take up a quar-
tel. and had tights and shooting af-
frays innumerable. One of the latter
was a shooting affray with his own
brother, Jasper Allen, in which both
were severely wounded. This caused
an estrangement which had been
bridged over only within the past few
> ears

Whips Deputy.
It seems that the deputy sheriffs jhad one of the Edwards boys hand-

culled and the other tied with a rope,
as the officers had but one pair of
handcuffs. An altercation between
them and Floyd Alien took placc at
Sldn.i Allen's store, resulting in one
uf the deputies receiving a sound
whipping, and the dW" r making a}cl^ati escape. The olTieer who had
taken his medicine declined to take
harv,-.- again of the prisoners, and

Floyd Allen himself later took them to'
llillBvilh and bailed them. They were
convicted and served Jail sentences I
for the offence.
From term to term, Floyd Allen's!

case was continued, until he was placed
on trial lit March, llo was prosecuted
by Commonwealth's Attorney Foster
<nd defended by Judge Bolon and Wal-
tor J-\ Tipton. The evidence whs soon
in. and the case was argued and given
. o the jury The arraignment of the
prisoner by the prosecuting attorney

regarded as rather vigorous.
1/atc n the afternoon of Marrth IT,

the Jury reported that It had not Jagreed upon a^v.i'xdi^t, whereupon tt
was adJoumc/J l-o .tMS? next morning.
Floyd A.llen spent t,he night with his
brother, .Sidna Alloii, seven miles south;
of ll;)l3ville, instead of going to his!
own home, which is twice as far away
on the southern slope of the Rlue i
Fl'.dge. ins fiorjs. Victor anil Claude.

with his nephew*, Sidna and "Wesley
Edwards and Frlal Allen, the latter a

.-on of jasper or Jack Allen, spout the
nitrlu at JMlsvllle.

Morning of the Trapedy.
Early the following morning the Al¬

iens went to the courthouse Tt wa«
hi evidence, though dented, that Floyd
Vlleii, when aslced If he desired his
horse cared for In a stable, replied
that he "did not have long to stay.
The Jurv was sent to its room, and
the court, with Judge Thornton U
Massie on the bench, took up other
husinesB.
The extent to which Judge Masalc

feared trouble is burled with him. It
in certain that he had consulted Judgo
Hole., and Mr. Tipton regarding tho
possibility of a disturbance If Floy a
Allen were convicted, hut those at¬
torneys did not believe there would be
trouble. Judgo Masaie had talked to
friends about the matter, but expressed
his purpose to do his duty at any
cost.
Many threat*? were testified to as

having been made by Floyd Allen. He
was quoted by several witnesses as

saying that if he were ennvlcted ho
would "make the biggest hole in that
court that any man ever made." ll«
wa3 further quoted as saying that
. «if Bolen ciicl not <Vo his dut>
he would pile him up with the rest
of them," and, on the day l.ls ,r iv
began, that if he were com-lcVt'd he
would "kill Bill Fontor before the sun
stock down to-morrow night." A bowl
of cartridges waH exhibited by him
with the remark that if ho were found
.'Uilty he. would try to pet the ver¬
dict set aside, and that "by the time 1
get through shooting these, the ver¬
dict will be set aside."
While some of the witnesses testify¬

ing to threats were said to have been
persons of doubtful character. Movd
Allen himself had been unable to say
anything against some of the others,
nor even to givo a reason why they
should have sworn falsely against him.
As a matter of fact, an attorney for
Home of the Aliens, who had tried to
cot commutation for them, told a re-
porter for The Times-Dispatch a few
days ago that lie was constrained tobeiiovc Floyd Allen actually made
these threats against the court.

Floyd Found Utility.
Tl.o jury returned and rendered a

verdict of' guilty, with a punishment
of one year's confinement in the State
Penitentiary. Attorneys for the pris¬
oner entered a motion for a new trial
on the ground of additional evidence,
nml Judge Massle said he would hear
argument on the motion. Judge Rolen
trailed Victor Allen into the bar, at the
game time motioning to the younger
son Claude, and the latter came Instead
of his brother. Some conversation en¬
sued. part of which at least referred to
nn effort to bo made by Claude to get
the other witnesses to Hillsville by the
next da v. If any further remarks were
exchanged between father and son.
Judge Rolen did not hear them. Vi it- jnesses said they whispered with hands
over each other's ears. jClaude Allen retired from the bar
and stood by his uncle. Sidna Allen, in jthe northeast corner of the room, near jthe floor to the judge's private ofliee. jCommonwealth's Attorney Foster had
gone to the clerk's desk to rewrit® the
verdict, which lacked a correct detail,
and he made the correc tion standing ]outside the bur. with the indictment
held against a small book. This book jhe grasped in Ills dying agony, and it
was picked up the next morning by a
staff representative of The Times-Dis¬
patch. covered with blood.
A moment of silence, commented on

by several witnesses, ensued. Judgo
Massle hesitated or delayed an an¬
nouncement for a fraction of time; then
said: "Sheriff, take charge of the pris¬
oner." Sheriff l-ewis F. Webb left his
stand in front of the clerk's desk and
took a step toward the entrance to the
liar to receive the prisoner.

Snv» tileiim of I'lltltil.
At that moment Floyd Allen arose

and began fumbling about his sweater,
saving something to this effect: 'V.eii-
tlemen. 1 ain't a-goin'." Judge Bolen.
his counsel, describes his action its en¬
tirely leisurely. The lawyer could not
fathom the purpose of the prisoner,
who a few moments before had told
him lie would "take his sentence and
B,, o, with It." Then Judge Rolen
saw the. gleam of Floyd Allen's pistolin his hip pocket, and the man was
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apparently oti the point of drawing
tho weapon.
Then, for the first time, Judge Holen

feared trouble. Ho at once thought to
secure the assistance of Floyd Allen's
sons to quiet him, and ho looked at
^ lctor, fniling to catch his eyo. Then
Judge Bulcn looked at Claude, and at
that very moment saw tho young man
lire ills pistol In tho direction of Judgo
Masslo, saw tho smoke and spray fly.Looking thon at the judge, the lawyer
saw him shudder and begin to sink
down, and saw tho lint and spray flyfrom his shoulder. Judge Mnssie
glanced to his right, and at that mo¬
ment another shot was fired from tho
same direction. The Judge then top¬
pled over in his chair.
Consistently throughout the trials

and since. Judge Bolen had asserted
that, so far as a man's senses can he
trusted, both of sight and hearing.Claude Allen fired llie first shot. The
overwhelming weight of evidence on
the part of many witnesses was that
the first two shots came from tho
northeast corner of the room, where
Claude and Sidna Allen stood. Those
who testified otherwise have nearlyail been since discredited.

Floyd Alien la> on, or fell to, the
floor. He claimed lie had received his
wound in the j^roit. before lie had
dtawn a pistol, and that it came from
the pistol of Clerk Dexter Goad, after
Sheriff Webb had flred the first shot
and missed him. The prosecution nev¬
er believed this, thinking tho man
could not have climbed over tho five-
root bar with such a wound. How-
ever, Floyd Alien later arose and fired
several shots.
Claude and Sidna Allen advanced and

began a pistol duel with the officers of
the court. Wesley Edwards flred from
near the stove on the north side of
the room.Friel Allen from the stepsto the Juryroom on tho west side. The
latter alone will admit having fired a
shot at anybody who is dead, and he
says he flred at Poster. The others saythey shot at Goad alono, save that
Floyd Allen and Wesley JCdwards own
to one shot each at Woodson Quisen-herry, the deputy clerk of tho court,who did some shooting. Several deputysheriffs took part in the affray.

Fire nt Kleeinjc JururN.
All the court officers being dead saveClerk (ioad, the Aliens left the build-

nig. They began firing nt the remain-
ing jurors, who wero fleeing down the
street, but were soon obliged '.o stopthis because of the courage of Clerk
Goad, who alone, with all his com¬
panions dead, followed the Aliens out-
side and began a pistol duel with them
standing as a mark for half a dozen
pistols. lie was shot about the legs,having been wounded in the courtroom
In the face. He shot Sidna and FloydAllen outside the building. Then the
Aliens left the town, save Floyd, who
was too badly wounded to travel, and
his son. Victor, who remained with him.
I'hey were taken in custody early the
following morning.

Foster's first fatal wound evidently
iii"" from Sidna or Claude Allen, con-
ddeiliig his position when tho shoot¬
ing began. Sheriff Webb was shot in
tin- back by one bullet, but his posi¬tion at the moment seems to be un¬
known. lie died instantly. Judge
-Masslo lived half an hour, leaving the
dying declaration that SlJna Allen
killed hi in. Juror Fowler expired two
days later without recovering con¬
sciousness. There .were others wound¬
ed. included Juror c. Cain, who has
been unable to work, and Is now ap¬
pealing for help from tho public.

( iipturcil nfid Sentenced.
Sidna Kdwards went to the moun¬

tains and surrendered a week later,
t'laude Allen was caught by detectives
in hiding two weeks afterwards; KYiol
Allen was delivered through the Inter¬
vention of his father. Six months
from the day of the shooting, Sidna
Allen and Wesley Hdwards were cap¬
ture at Pes Moines. Iowa.
Floyd Allen was tried first, and

given a verdict of death In the electricchair. < laude Allen was first tried
for killing Judge Massie, receiving a
judgment of fifteen years' Imprison-
inent. A second trial, on the charge
of killing Sheriff Webb, resulted in
a hung Jury, while on the third, for
the killing of Mr. Foster, he was found
guilty of murder In the first degree.
Frlol Allen and Sidna Kdwards plead-
ed guilty to murder In the second de-
gree, and accepted sentences of eigh-
teen and fifteen years. Sidna Allen
was tried and given fifteen years for
killing Judge Masslo, then five years jfer killing Mr. Foster, and then plead-
ed guilty to the other Indictments
against him, taking a total sentence
of thirty-five years. The conch were
ended when Wesley Kdwards Pleaded
guilty, and received Iwentv-seven
years. Victor Allen was tried und ac-
quitted.

Senflmrnt Helped hidnn.
it has been felt by the prosecution

that the failure to secure the death
penalty for Sidna Allen, admittedly by
far tho worst member of tho familyin every way, was due. to the senti¬
ment which had boon secured for a
lessening of the Allen sentences. It
was certainly regarded as a powerful
argument for commutation for Claude
Allen, because of his youth .ind his
peaceful life prior to tho tragedy.
Thousands of people signed petitions,
and much money was subscribed to paythe expenses of presenting the appeals
to the Governor.
Twice the cases of the twn con-

d'nincd men reached the Supremo!
Court, which refused to Interfere. The
last proceeding was stated to be novel
in that it asked for an order permit-
ting the trial court, to entertain a mo¬
tion for a now trial on the ground of
after-discovered evidence. But the
tribunal of last resort held that Hut
procedure asked for could not be
granted, and that in any event the evi¬
dence adduced was immaterial.
Throe respites wero granted, and the

Governor'had heen appealed to in very!
many ways.at public/ hearings and
private audiences. His personal com-!
fort, his political future, his fate af-
\($r death, hod ail been threatened in
eits© h« did not commute the ;(eti-
ttneos.

DYING STATEMENTS
BY BOTH PRISONERS

Floyd Allen Repeats Evidence at Trial, While Claude
Reasserts Innocence of Conspiracy.Says

Shooting Was So Sudden' He Had
No Timp t.n Think

Both Floyd and Claude Swanson Allen
left ante-mortem statements to the
public. In which they reassort their
innooonce of a conspiracy to shoot up
tho court at Hlllsvllle. Floyd's Alton's
paper Is longtliy and is a mere repeti¬
tion of his testimony at tho various
trials, already printod many tltnos, with
the addition of his personal comments
oji aomo of hiB friends and some of his
cuemlos. Ho maintains that ho was in
tho right in tho various disturbances
in wliloh he has been engaged, and ex¬
presses sorrow for the pass to which
ho has brought his soil

^
Tho various threats attributed to

Floyd Allen by many witnesses are
rlcnied by him. Ho concludes with for-
glvoneas for everybody.

.Statement From Clnitric.
^Claude Allen's statement Is shortor.
W Ith the exception of thanks to those
who tried to secure commutation of
sentence for him. and criticism of threo
ministers who liavo recently said tho
Aliens should die, it is as follows:

Death Chamber,
Virginia State 1'rlson,

March 27, 1013.
An I am now condemned to die and

realize all hope is gone, I thought It
m>* duty to tell what 1 know of tho
trouble for which I have been tried
und for which I must pay tny life. He-
foi o going further, will give a few
things of my past life.

I was born Juno 11, 1889, and from
my earliest recollection and until the
present time 1 was taught to speak the
truth In everything and deal honestly
with my fellow-man, which 1 have
tried to do. Our parents have tried
to raise us to feel that we must be
honorable and that under no condition
must speak falsehoods.
When fourteen years old 1 started In

school at Fairvlew Academy, near
llillsvllle, Va., and was there a part
»f two years, and afterwards attended
business college at Kalelgh, N. C. On
iiecount of n>y mother's health being
very bad, I decided to stay at home af¬
ter leaving school and be of what com¬
fort to her 1 could, as my brother was
married and Jf was tho only child left
!it homo. All my life I tried to live
free from trouble with any one, and,
regardless of tho relations between my
people and others, 1 was never drawn
Into their troubles. I have known for
some time that my father and Dexter
3oad were enemies, but never thought
sf their ill-feeling ending as it has.

Dlil Not Uxpect Verdict.
1 went to Hillsville during my fath¬

er's trial ami heard sumo of the evi-
lencc, and from what 1 heard I had
no idea that he would even Ret a Jail
sentence, and never thought for one
moment of any trouble being thero
The first I knew of it was when It be-
jan, and what 1 did was without any
premeditation whatever, and there was
:io plot beforehand or any conspiracy,
is far as J know, and I do not believe
that there -was with any of the others.

it was all so sudden and unexpected
that 1 had no time to think, and did
in the spur of the moment something
a hich 1 had never thought of doing.
It is useless for me to repeat here what
have told on the witness stand, as that

Is known already, and I have no
changes to make. Of course, there
have been statements made by others
very different from mine, but if the
hole world were against me I would

Lell all as I saw It Just the same.
What the other Aliens or Edwardses

lid and who they shot at I know noth-
ng about. When 1 saw Dexter Goad
.hoot at my father 1 tried to shoot him,
md ho (Goad) was the only man 1
shot at. Some probably think I shot
ludge Massie, but 1 did not; neither
lid I iiro the first shot In the court-
ooiti. 1 have always bellevad, and
tow believe, that Judge Massie was a
just man and a friend of ours, and 1
Nad no reason on earth to take his
life or harm him in any way.

DenlcM < 'onsplrncy.
T have been accused of conspiring

md planning to shoot up the court at
Hillsville and other things which 1
im not guilty of. I had too much love
tnd respect for my dear mother and
ny sweetheart, if there had been noth¬
ing else, to keep me from planning a
leed which would have separated me
from them forever on this earth. No
»ne could have persuaded me into trou¬
ble. This all came on so sudden and
inexpected, and 1 had no time to think
>f what was best. If tho truth alone
;ad been told, though. I would not be
where T now am. Kut if any have
knowingly testilied falsely against me.

forgive them, and 1 bolieve some
have told such as they knew was
false. There is a time coming when
ivo will not be Judged by what others
lay, but by "Hi in who knoweth all
things, oven our thoughts." and then
all will be made right. If T suffer here
It will be made right in the great day
when every one must be judged accord¬
ing to their deeds.

liifo is sweet, and wo had rather
live. If possible, but since death must
come, J am not afraid to die. Of course,
T am condemned to die a disgraceful
death, but I know j don't deserve it.
Although tliore is no way for mo
only to take what other people give
me. There are a great many things
in this case which cannot he learned
yet, hut they will be known some timo,
although too late to help me.

Tlinnkn Krlend*.
I wish to thank all who have tried

to help mo get Justice. While it Is
hard to die for a crime that you ar<-
innocent of, and a death of this kind,
at the unme time It Is much better to
die under these conditions, believing
and knowing that God, who knows all'
things, will make all things right, than
It would ho tp die knowing we were
guilty of the crime as charged. We
are charged with one of tho worst
crimes that could almost bo committed,
and those who have asked by letters
to the Governor and through the
papers for ottr lives and our blood do
not seem to realize that we were not
responsible for the trouble at IHIls-
vlllo, and that wo are lnnocont of this
crime and wore not tho cause of the
trouble at Jllllsvllle. except In an in¬
direct way.
To be under the conditions that we

are under and to sec and know how
soni" who know nothing about the case
whatever have seen fit to abuse us, not
only to the Governor, but also to the
papers. It Is hard to understand why
th'p Is done.

I atn sorry that thin matter* hap¬
pened and am more than sorry that i
felt It necessary to do what T did do
At the same time ,t feel that God,
knowing all things as lie does, known
that I shot for the purpose of de¬
fending my father and saving his life
as T saw it, and tliorofore I will be
held guiltless of any wrong-doing in
connection with this trouble.

I wrote Governor Mann some days
back that I had told the truth and
nothing but. the truth, and regardless
of whether I lived or died, my state-
men la wer* true.

It «.s, of course, hard for one as
young as I am to die and die for a
crime of whloh I am innocent. Tt Is
hard for mo to leave my dear mother,
sweetheart and friends, but I feel that
God has forgiven- tne of all my sina,,

and that I am saved and will aoon
moot my lovod ones and many of my
dear friends In heaven.

Cull» Statement* I'ntrue.
Our friends, w» do not think, have

talcon the position that If the facts, as
stated. were true, that we should not
die; but that the facts and reports thafe
have been stated, and a groat omny
statem.uts nia.de on the stand were
untrue.

1 want every one to feel Jthat we ap¬
preciate everything? that has Veen d«jiie
for us more than they can ever realize,
and I hope that by our giving up our
lives as wo havo had to give them up
will be in some way a benefit to the
public in genera) to see that safeguards
arc thrown around the lives of inno¬
cent people In the future.
My last words to the people of Vir¬

ginia are: I know absolutely nothing of
any conspiracy and do not believ© Ihoro
was one. I did not flro tho first shot
tuid did not shoot until my father had
been shot at. I did not kill Judge Mas-
sin. Thoso who have wrongod mo I
forgive, and hop© that wo will meet
in a better world whero sorrow 1h
never known.
.Praying God's blessings upon our

dear old Stato and .11 her people. I
say farewjbll.

I am, with a clear conscience,
CLAUDE A Lit/EN

MANN'S RETURN
UPSETS PLAN TO I
SAVE THE ALLENS

(Continued from First Page )
came itev. Geor^~AvT lilcDanie 1. D. D..
ami Jtev. J. J. Scherer, their spiritual
advisors and friends, who havo both
been so active to prevent the execution
of the death sentence. Roth were visl-
bly and deeply affected, and tears
coursed down I)r. McDanlel's cheeks.
The crowd dispersed. All was over,

litirinl in Carroll.
^
Half an hour later the bodies of

Floyd and Claude Alien were taken
away from the mortuary chamber and
conveyed to the lililey undertaking es-
tablishmcnt at Third and Marshall
Streets, where (hey were prepared for
burial. They were placed on the South¬
ern train leaving tho city at 11:45 I
o'clock last night, in charge of Victor
Alien, now the only male survivor of
his branch of the family. A change
will be made this morning at Greens¬
boro to u train bound for Mt. Airy, X.
C. I hen will begin the overland Jour-
nej of ton miles to Floyd Allen's iiotne
on the southern slope of the Rlue
Ridge, in Carroll County.

It is supposed the burial will take
place to-morrow, and. because of the
day and tho circumstances, a tremen- Idous crowd will probably be present.
Garland Allen, a brother of Floyd Al-
len, is likely to conduct the services

CompoNed Diii-Iiik -llornlnjc.
Naturally, the scenes preceding the

execution were deeply affecting. The
men awoke with the full expectationof dying within an hour or two. FloydAllen had feared he would break down,
as he was always more nervous on
arising than during the day. Rut he
was entirely composed. (Maude awoke
a little later and began to sing. "I'm
Going Home, to Die No More."

Dr. McDaniel and Mr. Scherer arrived
at the prison early, and sang and
prayed with tho condemned men. Both
were surprised to hear that the exe-
cution had been postponed, but they
were given no encouragement, and
made little comment on tlx- situation.
I hey talked and sang through most of
the morning.
The guards came and read the death

warrants. Claude agreed that hisfather should go first, for lie said: "Hehas grieved more about mo than 1 have
about myself." Floyd was taken from

i walked to his younger sonholding out his hand. "Good-bv'
father." said the. boy. "| hope we wi'li
meet in a happier land."

"I think we will," replied the father.T know we will." he repeated in apositive, almost buoyant tone. A mo-
"lent later he whs gone through the
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door to the chamber of death.
Sou Follow* Kntlier.

Tho Intervening time while Floyd
Allen was being done to death was
spent in tilnkthk- No sound came from
the other side of the door. When tho
guards returned Claude turned will¬
ingly to them and said he was ready
to go. lie clasped the ministers in his
mighty grip and hade them good-by.
They bore up until his form had Kone
through the door, then broke down.
.So did some of the men accustomed to
such scenes in the prison.
There was plenty of . excitement In

Richmond yesterday morning when the
people learned of the extraordinary
and unparalleled efforts put forth in
behalf of tho Aliens during the night.
The postponement of the execution in
Itself furnished Intense interest, for
only once before has an electrocution
L en delayed after S o'clock lti tho
morning. and that was when the trial
judge, for some reason, in passing sen¬
tence. specified that it should be car¬
ried out between 10 nnd 1" o'clock.

Crltlrlir KIIjnoii.
From tho friends of tho Governor

there came great criticism of the at¬
tempt to have the lieutenant-<Governor
commute the sentences. It was felt by
them that it was an effort to inter¬
fere with executive authority by a
trick, since Governor Mann has ruled
on this point many times. Lieutenant-
Governor Ellysoti came in for a very
largo part of the criticism for even
consenting to consider tho question of
his jurisdiction under tho circum¬
stances.
Tho return of tho Governor to the

Statu and city put an end to any ef¬
forts along this line.
Among the letters that reached the

executive during the last day or two
was one containing a statement made
under oath bv Claude Allen, at a. time
when tho ministers l<j!d him lie was
facing death and could not hope foi
salvation if he died with a lie on his
lips. He asserted his Innocence.
Another was a short letter from

Richard Evelyn llyrd, Speaker of the
House of Delegates, who was one o!
tho attorneys for the Aliens In the sup¬
plemental proceedings before the Su¬
preme Court. He al'limed his belief
that no conspiracy existed and that
the Governor would make a great mis¬
take if he declined to consider the
appeals for mercy.

Mnjor Wood's Authority.
Strictures on the conduct of Major.fames IJ. Wood, In putting off tho

execution, with the only result of add¬
ing to the agony of everybody, seem
to have been based on a misconcep¬tion. Ho acted at the request of the
Attorney-General, after that ofllcer had
been requested to prepare a written
opinion, which ho could not completebefore noon. The superintendent 'has
between sunrisa and sunset to execute
condemned men. and the hour of 7
o'clock lias been observed out of hu¬
manity to the prisoner. It was post¬
poned this time at the request of the
State's legal advisor.
Judge Williams was at all times verypositive in hi p. ruling that the Lieu¬

tenant-Governor had no authoritywhatever an<l no power as such. He
could only acquire power by becomingGovernor, and, once having assumed
that office, ho would remain ui.tll the
end of the term. Mr. Ellyson also said
that this was his construction of the
Constitution, nnd that he had looked
it up on one occasion during the ad¬
ministration of Governor. Swanson.

WHY THEY URGED
MERCY FOR BOTH

Branch and Wingfield Called on
Governor to Save Men Con¬

demned to Death.
Following Is tho petition sent to

Governor Mann on Thursday by John
I'. Hranch and J. R Wingfield, a mem¬
ber of the State Corporation Commis¬sion, urging clemency In behalf of
Floyd and <Maude Swanson Allen:
To If is Excellency, W. H. Mann, Gov¬

ernor of Virginia:
It Is commonly held by tho peopleof Virginia that justice has not been

done Floyd and Claude Allen.
They wore tried In the midst of greatexcitement.
Evidence went to the Juries as true

which has since been shown untrue,
and in later trials was not presented
by the State.
Without such evidence the later ju¬ries refused to convict of murder in

the first degree.
Seven Juries have tried these esses,

and five have refused to convict of
murder In the first dog roe.
Tho majority of the two juries that

convicted these two jnon have peti¬tioned Your Excellency for commuta¬
tion.
The courts have sustained these ver¬

dicts on technical grounds.
It Is to be deplored that Your Excel-

lency has not the machinery of a par-
don board, with power to hold a public
investigation. In the interest of jus-tlce and humanity, we earnestly peti-
tion Your Excellency to appoint such a
commission in tho nature of a board
of pardon.
We maintain that this would he a

proper exercise of power to meet an
unusual occasion, and sure to receive
the approval of all fair-minded men.
Wo respectfully suggest that tho

foremen of the seven juries which tried
these cases, or any othor impartial
commission of citizens, be appointed in
the nature of a pardon board, to make
a public investigation and report to
you their findings.
Should Your Excellency doubt your

authority to use the State's money, we
bind ourselves to provide* the funds
necessary for such an Investigation.
Time only iB lacking to presen^ this

petition with the signatures of a very
Inrgo proportion of the citizens of tho
Commonwea 1 th.
So confident are wo of the reason¬

ableness of this appeal, and so sure are
wo of your earnest search for the truth
and desire to do Justice, that we are
sure that Your Excellency will grant
the prayer of your petitioners.

Respectfully submitted,
fSigned) JOHN P. BRANCH,
(Signed) J. R. WINGFIELD. '

GREET GOVERNOR
Police Ordered to Elba to Pre*
vent Demonstration in Behalf

of Allen Outlaws.

DETECTIVES AT CAPITOU
Statement Promptly Issued ta

Major Wood to Proceed
With Execution.

Governor Mnnn arrived Rt Klba Sta*
linn on a local train from Washington
at 11:3." A. M. I'robalily a hundred
people liafl gathered on the stattoii
platform In anticipation of tho comlnrf
of the Governor, unci In half expect*
ancy of norno sort of demonstration^
Bon P. Owen, secretary to tho Govi
ernor, was at the station, and In view?
of excited rumors which liud swept
the city like wildfire during the morn<
i n k, Pollco Captain George W. Kpps,
witli a half-dozen uniformed officer*
and Detective Sergeants Itaiiey aid
Atkinson, grouped themselves about
the steps of tho car to check any Im¬
petuous ones who mlKht try to reach
the Governor. William Hodges Mann,
Jr.. had gone part of the way to Wanh*
injjton to meet his father and acquaint
him with the local developments. Tl <i
Governor stepped from the train into
a circle of newspaper men. and went
at once to a waiting taxicab. In which,
with his son. Secretary Owen and for¬
mer Speaker W. I >. Oardwell, h" was
hurried to the Capitol. Plain clothes
oUlcers followed In a police motor car,
and remained on duty at the Capitol out
of abundant precaution, observing th<>
same regulations as to admission of
strangers as the local police have been
well drilled In on the several occasions
of visits of the President of the United
.States to Richmond

\\ ii« In I'hllnrieliihln.
The Governor stated that he was in

Philadelphia, on bis way to Trenton,
N'. J., where he was to have spoken
last night, when a message in regard
to the latest attempt of the Allen sym¬
pathizers reached hint at A M.
Immediately deciding that his duty an
Governor of Virginia was paramount
to any other engagement, he left J'hll-

1 adelphla within an hour for Wash¬
ington, arriving there in time to con«
nect with a local for Richmond,making the Journey from Washington
to Richmond in a day coach. Iinine*
diatcly on arrival at his office, thti
Governor directed Secretary Owen ti
"Telephone the Superintendent of tho
Penitentiary that the Governoi of Vir«
ginia is at bis ofllce at the Capitol."
The Governor's message from Alex*

andria shortly afler 8 o'clock yestetw
day morning that he was on Virginiasoil, and en route to Richmond, effect
tually checked tho effort8 to induct'Lieutenant-Governor Kllyson to Inter*
fere, and made unnecessary any writtenopinion on the powers of that official.It is known, however, that Attorney*General Williams was conllrmed In hi*first opinion that the Lieutenant-Gov*
ernor has no power In tho premises.

Convinced of Gnllf.
Calling tho newspaper men into hi*office, the Governor dictated the fol«lowing:
"Hearing at 2:f,6 this morning of tb<»action taken in the Allen cases, aftert

I left tho city, I considered It my dutyto hurry back. 1 simply desire "to re,
peat that nfter the most careful ex*aniination of the evidence in thee}cases I have not the slightest doubQof the guilt of Floyd and (Maude Allen,and I will not interfere. The law musttake its course."

After being assured that Superltiitendent Wood knew of his presence lr(the city, the Governor denied himselfto all visitors, summoned his stenog*rapher, and plunged into the corre.*spondence of his ofllce, remaining r<6his desk without Interruption untilafter Secretary Owen had received In *formation from the penitentiary thatboth executions had taken place.
It was deemed best to keep watch

over the situation last night. Fronttime to lime small groups of city po<Uce.two to four.were to be seen lr\that part of tho Cnpltol Square nea#the gate to the Hxecutive Mansion*The regular square police force willalso watchful and eyes closely thosawho called at the official home of tlx*executive.

Rheumatism
£j Try Sloan's Liniment for your9 rheumatism.don't rub.just layB it on lightly. It goes straight to
H the sore spot, quickens the blood,

limbers up the muscles and
gj joints and stops the pain.

SLOANS
LINIMENT

is fine for lame muscles.
A. W. Lat, of I.afayette. All;, write*:- "1

had rhcum.it turn tor flte year*. I tried doctor*
and general different remedlen but they did not
help me. I obtained a ixittle. of Sloan'* l.inl.
rnent whirl) did me bo much good that I wouldnot do wilhoat It for anything."

At all de&lars. Met 35c.. 00c. 4 $1.00.
Dr. Earl S. Sloan - Boston, Mass.

TheKeeleyCnre^S83 years. Removes all desire for drink
S drugs. 812 y. Broad gt^PfrUa,,


